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Other interesting points are the appearance of fried-fish shops—
there were none in 1921, but 18 in 1935—and the growth in the
number of restaurants, which almost doubled (35 in 1921, 69 in
1935). The former change is probably a result of the influx of
industrial workers (the fried-fish establishments are particularly
prominent in the east ward of Oxford City), while the latter is a
consequence of the increasing tendency of undergraduates to have
.their meals out of college, in the hope of economizing, and of the
growing popularity of Oxford as a tourist centre.
In class B (clothing and personal) there was a slight increase in the
dress and tailoring departments, a group which in both years pro-
vided about one-third of the total number of departments in the
ckss, but the most pronounced changes were among hairdressers
and saddlers. The former increased from 5 5 to 94 shops, while the
latter were practically halved (30 in 1921, 16 in 1935). The decline
in the number of saddlers is, of course, an inevitable consequence of
the decrease in horse transport. The growth in the number of hair-
dressers is symptomatic of the spread of permanent hair-waving
amongst-all classes of the community, one manifestation of the
general spread of interest in beauty culture.
The outstanding change in ckss C (furniture and household
goods) is the increase in the number of electrical engineering shops,
from ii in 1921 (2*5 per cent, of all departments in the class) to 40
in 1935 (8*6 per cent.). Furnishing departments changed in number
but slightly. Perhaps the most interesting change in the furnishing
group is the diminution in the number of antique dealers (22 in 1921,
151111935), due to the supersession of the immediate post-war fashion
for old furniture by the present-day fashion for modernistic furnish-
ings. The instability of this trade is remarkable, only 6 of the 22
firms trading in 1921 survived to 1935; the effect of the vagaries of
fashion is probably intensified by the lack of commercial training of
many owners of antique shops. A surprising change among class C
shops is the increase in the number of chimney-sweeps from 22 in
1921 to 32 in 1935; one would have thought that the increased
installation of gas and electric fires and cooking-stoves would have
been a serious blow to this profession. Moreover, the growth in
their number was accompanied by a slight decrease in that of coal-
merchants (92 to 83, which means a decline of 3-3 per cent, in their
importance in the ckss).
Ckss D (books, sports, and amusements) includes wireless dealers
and garages, and the increase in the number of these was considerable.
The garages formed 21-1 per cent, of the departments in the class in
4519	T

